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Summary: Speaking on the first panel on “Ukraine and International Organizations: Responding to
Common Challenges and Threats” at the international conference on “The Role of International
Organizations in the National Security of Ukraine” Dr. Tagarev emphasises the possibilities and po-
tential benefits for Ukraine from being more proactive in its defence cooperation with NATO and
the European Union.

Topop TarapeB, OmHOCHO ModasiIHoOcmume Ha cbmpydHu4Yecmeomo Ha YkpaliHa ¢ Eepo-
amsaHmu4YyecKkume napmHbOPU 3a nocpeuwjaHemo Ha 6bOewu 3annaxu u npedu3euKa-
mersicmea 3a cugypHocmma.

Pesrome: B nanoxeHneTo cM Ha mMexgyHapogHata KoHdepeHuus “Pondata Ha mexgyHapogHute
opraHusauuMu 3a HauuoHanHaTa CUrypHoOCT Ha YkpaunHa”, naHen 1: “YkpanHa n mexgyHapoaHute
opraHusauuMmM B OTroBopa Ha oOWwuM npeamsBukaTencTea M 3annaxu’, aBTOpbT NogyepTasa
Bb3MOXHOCTUTE W MNOTEHUWanHuTe nonsum 3a YKpanHa OT edHO MpOo-akTUBHO OTOpaHUTEnHO
cbTpyaHudecTteo ¢ HATO u EBponenckus cboa.
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Your Excellencies, Colleagues,

| am thankful to the Razumkov Centre * and the NATO Liaison Office in Kyiv for the oppor-
tunity to get back to Kyiv after a break of about a year and to share with you some thoughts on the
modalities of the cooperation of Ukraine with international organizations in responding to current
and foreseeable security challenges and threats.

Let me start by stating that in the last decade or so Ukraine is finding its particular way and
position on the international arena. From the perspective of a Western observer that way may
seem more complex and oblique than it might have been. We need to admit and accept that this is
the Ukrainian way.

In its particular approach to security, Ukraine cooperates with numerous international or-
ganizations. It is in the interest of Ukraine to be seen and perceived by the international community
and international organizations as a valuable, reliable contributor to international stability and
security.

Ukraine is also interested in an active Euro-Atlantic community that remains able and willing
to deal with security threats and challenges of the current day, as well as of the future.

If we accept that there is a mutual interest in cooperation, let me turn to the modalities of
this cooperation. There are possibilities in diplomacy, intelligence, economic, cultural exchanges
and so on. However, with by background in mind, | would rather focus on the field of defence and
the military.

In my personal observations, the international community, including the Euro-Atlantic com-
munity, has benefited from the contribution of Ukraine to peace operations. Ukraine has also bene-
fited from its exchange with NATO and the assistance received by the Alliance, its participation in
the Partnership for Peace programme, and exchanges on a bi-lateral basis with allied and partner
countries.

This is visible when one looks at:

¢ planning and defence management approaches, methods, and tools applied by the
Ukrainian defence establishment;

e organization of the armed forces;
e operational concepts;
e training standards;

¢ interoperability requirements and standards.

This is a remarkable achievement that, among others, provided for the effective contribution
of the Armed Forces of Ukraine to international peace and stability operations.

We have to admit, though, that the mutual benefits of cooperation could be much higher, in
particular in view of the persistent economic and financial difficulties, the European Union “Pooling

! http://www.razumkov.org.ua/eng/index.php.
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& Sharing” 2 and NATO’s Smart Defence initiative, to which the NATO Deputy Secretary General
Alexander Vershbow just referred.?

The Euro-Atlantic community is open for such cooperation. The overwhelming number of
activities of NATO are open to partner countries, such as Ukraine. That applies to emerging securi-
ty challenges such as energy and cyber security, as well as to traditional processes of defining fu-
ture requirements and the cooperative development of responses—including, but limited to tech-
nologies and materiel—to the future threats and challenges.

The utilisation of a larger part of these opportunities depends on the attitude and activity of
Ukraine. Ukraine can be more active in NATO initiatives, programmes, and projects, particularly at
the front end of the process of developing defence capabilities. That can be realised through:

e Dbetter understanding of the logic and the technicalities of the NATO capability-based de-
fence planning;*

¢ involvement in studies aimed to define and harmonise operational and system require-
ments;

¢ involvement in the development of standards;
¢ strengthening the industrial cooperation.
| have no doubts that Ukraine has the capacity to participate effectively in such activities.

Being more active would allow Ukraine to find its proper—and | would presume, more prestig-
ious—role in the international cooperation aiming to address future security challenges and threats.

2 See, for example, ‘Pooling and Sharing’ activities of the European Defence Agency at

www.eda.europa.eu/aboutus/whatwedo/pooling-and-sharing (16 September 2013).

3 Alexander Vershbow, Video Address by NATO Deputy Secretary General to the international confer-

ence on international organizations and the national security of Ukraine, Kyiv, 17 September 2013.

4 For example, by joining the ‘smart defence’ project ADAPT. See for details the website of the NATO

Communications and Information Agency, http://www.ncia.nato.int/events/Pages/130410-ADAPT.aspx.
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